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Dear Mr Kilburn
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990, Town and Country Planning (development management procedure) (england) order 2010– Notification of APPROVAL of details/scheme required by condition.
Planning permission Ref. No: RR/2474/CC(EIA) - Construction of a new road, including environmental treatment with earthworks, planting, flood and noise attenuation, wildlife compensation, and facilities for non-motorised users. A259 Belle Hill, Bexhill on Sea to B2092 Queensway, St Leonards on Sea. (Known as Link Road) - Decision Dated 29 July 2009
I refer to your letters dated 06/07/2012 and 1/2/2013 concerning The Bexhill to Hastings Link Road Archaeological Project Research Design and Written Scheme of Investigation: Advance Works, dated 26/06/2012 and the Bexhill to Hastings Link Road Archaeological Project Research Design and Written Scheme of Investigation: Addendum 1, Mitigation Works (January – March 2013 and Outline Framework), dated 31/01/2013, submitted for approval pursuant to the following conditions of the planning permission detailed above.

Condition No and Details as submitted:-

	17. For each phase permitted under condition 4, no development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with detailed written schemes of investigation for each phase, which has been submitted to and approved in writing by Head of Planning. The programmes of archaeological works shall include the proposals in the Environmental Statement and subsequent addenda, evaluation and mitigation fieldwork, post-excavation analysis, reporting and any post-development monitoring, and shall be carried out as approved in writing by the Head of Planning, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Head of Planning.

A written record of any archaeological works undertaken shall be submitted to the Head of Planning within 3 months of the completion of any archaeological investigation unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Head of Planning.

Reason: In order to ensure that satisfactory arrangements are made to either preserve in situ or by record any archaeological remains on the site, in accordance with Policies BE1 and BE6 of the South East Plan 2009 and government policy with regard to archaeology and cultural heritage set out in PPG15 and 16.
	The applicant has submitted a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) titled Archaeological Project Research Design and Written Scheme of Investigation: Advance Works (June 2012) and an Addendum titled Archaeological Project Research Design and Written Scheme of Investigation: Addendum 1, Mitigation Works (January – March 2013 and Outline Framework). 

The WSI submitted in June 2012 provides an overview of Archaeological work across the Link Road scheme including proposed advanced archaeological works, methodologies, and mitigation measures. 

Advanced trial trenching works took place between August and October 2012. A report of this work titled “Archaeological and Geoarchaeological Evaluation Report” was received in December 2012. This provides an evaluation of the advance works and establishes where further mitigation work is needed during development. This work has informed the submitted WSI Addendum.   

The WSI Addendum dated January 2013 provides an outline description of proposed mitigation work at 18 sites across the link road scheme and a detailed review of the archaeological work to be undertaken through the first 3 months of development (January – March 2013). 

Investigations at the mitigation sites will be undertaken using either Strip, Map and Sample, Area, or Targeted Excavations. The developer will also keep the Archaeological Consultant and Contractor appraised of works undertaken across the site to determine whether an archaeological attendance is required for a watching brief. This is likely to occur in areas with potential for features and structures associated with the Bexhill West railway line and for works such as the excavation of ponds. This is in addition to areas with unknown potential. 

Weekly site meetings will take place involving the Project Manager and Site Supervisor form Oxford Archaeology, Jacobs Archaeologist, the ESCC Project Manager or representative, Environmental Clerk of Works, HTWJV Manager/Engineer, Site Construction Manager/Groundworks manager and the County Archaeologist. This will allow the review of all impacts of development work from the previous week, consider actions such as watching briefs and allow the County Archaeologist to monitor archaeological work on behalf of the Planning Authority. 

In line with details submitted pursuant to condition 4, the first three months of development will consist of site clearance, fencing, service diversions, bridge construction, some initial haul road construction and the creation of the main site compound at the eastern end of the scheme. This work will take place across the development site. The submitted WSI Addendum describes this time period as January to March 2013, although the applicant has confirmed this work will be undertaken during the first three months of construction.
The County Archaeologist is satisfied the WSI and Addendum provide suitable arrangements to ensure appropriate archaeological work is undertaken in support of the development works expected to commence during the first three months of development. 

It is noted that a further addendum will be submitted setting the detailed methodology for the remaining archaeological work across the link road development, including the areas identified for targeted excavations. 

This letter therefore constitutes a PARTIAL discharge of Condition 17. The County Archaeologist advises full discharge of this condition can only be considered following completion of field work and the receipt of a satisfactory post-excavation assessment report.   




In accordance with Regulation 8(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011, the details submitted pursuant to Condition 17 of RR/2474/CC(EIA) have been considered utilising the Bexhill-Hastings Link Road Environmental Statement and the Addendum Environmental Statement, which formed part of the determination of the Link Road planning permission. The information contained within the previously submitted Environmental Statement and Environmental Statement Addendum is considered to be adequate to assess the environmental effects of the development and thereby facilitate the determination of the submitted details related to Condition 17.

I confirm that the submitted details are approved under the power delegated to me by the County Council. I enclose one set of the approved documents stamped approved with today’s date. I would also take this opportunity to remind you that a further addendum is expected to cover the remainder of archaeological work across the scheme. 
Yours sincerely

Tony Cook

Head of Planning

Cc Copy for Statutory Planning Register c/o Hastings Borough Council and Rother District Council, Your Ref RR/07/1488 - HS/07/444
Amanda Parks Technical Assistant
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